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Report on the Lanazo lilitery Sector, iizhting Dolo Dettelion

Unit, United Stetes Army Forces in the PhiliEEines

1. The following roport concorns the overzll comuznd of the
Leneo Militery Secctor, Fighting Jolo Bettelion Unit, United Stetes
Army Forces in the Philippines, consisting of epproximstely 128
- different units, 4 partizl list of the lergor units are listed
in persgreph 3 belows The Lenco lidlitery Sector, Fighting Dolo
Bettalion Unit, (LUS, FUDU, USLFIP), is also known ss the "ight=
ing Blade Vicepons Division" znd the "Fighting Blood Yieepon Divi-
sion". 4 physic:zl investigetion of the unittin the ficld wes not
mede nor considercd neccsscry or desirsble, but the commending
officor cnd other persons heving pertinent knowledze of the unit's
cetivities werc contected eithor personslly or by corrcspondcnce,
The stctements of those conteeted, cnd & conmplete study of the
.records of the wnit, ero reflocted in the findings.

2o 4 fow of the subordinste units of the Fizhting Blede
Wicepons Division hzvo been previously end scperctely not fevor-
ebly considered for rccogniticn by this hocdquerters., It wes
considered et thet time that those units verc only indepondent
"Bolo Units", Uhen this overcll courend wes studicd, thesc units
verc included for rcconsiderction, This report will support the
provious discussion of these subordinzte units of the FMighting
Blede VWocpons Division, cnd et the scme time telo into considers-
tion the overcll commznd and other subordinste units of thet
comnend, now pending under request for recognition,

3+ The following is ¢ perticl list of subordincte units
comprising tho Lenco Militery Scotor, Fighting Belo Bettelion
Unit, United Stetes <rny Forces in the Philippines:

First Cosstal Reginont

Third Cosstzl Reginment

Forth Cocstzl Regincnt

First Boloo Regiment

Second Besek Ropincnt

Third Basck Reginent

First Uncysn Regiment

First Sepsrate Reginent

Westcrn Lenzo Treop Movement
Uplend Infentry Regiment

Yiostorn Lenso Sopercte Specicl Dn
Bolo Bettslions

Separcte Dettslions ond Compenics
Specicl Bettelions snd Compenics
Atteched Dettclions cnd Compenics
Provisionel Dettclions
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& Prior to the errivel of the Jepsnese inveding Forfies
on lindenso, Brigsdier Genersl Guy O, Fort, commending the 8lst
Division, USAFFE, Lenso Militery Sector, orgenized the "Bolo
Battslion," for the purpose of giding the 8lst Division., The
missions of the Bolo Battslion were as followss:

(1) Guarding the beaches in order to give
timely werning in cesc of ecnemy landings,

(2) ‘tcting ss Lebor Bettzlions when so desired.
(3) “warding bridges and rosds.

(4) tuarding emmunitions, supplics and other
militery installsztions.

(5) Suppressing fifth column sctivitics.

be The "Lanzo Militery Sector" was divided into four

units. Esch unit wes composed of seversl groups or companiecs,
&8 many es there were munieipslities or municipel districts in
the unit. Each group or compeny was commended by & Senior
Leader, ususlly the Meyor of the municipaelity or municipsl dis-
trict, znd two other lezders selected from the group or company.
Each Bolo Bzttslion Unit wes commended by & Unit Commsnder; the
four Bolo Battclion Units which comprised the "Lanzo Militery
Sector" were commended by Sector Commander, supposedly an
officer of the USAFFE.

Cce 0On 21 Msy 1942, six dgys prior to tho surrender of
the 8lst Division, Genersl Fort ordered Datu Busron Kalsw to
tcke commend of the entire Blade Wleepons Forces (Fighting Bolo
Battelion Units), which were then extended zlong the coest from
Iligan to Csbusno Barrzeks cnd on the Leke=Shore of Leke Lanzo,
On 27 May 1942, tho 8lst Division, USAFIE, surrendered, znd thrce
days later Detu Busran Kalaw rcorgenized the Bolo Bettslions,

"To this orgsnizstion, everybody was pernmitted to join-members

of the former Bolo Battalions, cx-USAFFE, Civil Government
employces" - Numbrous companics, battzlions snd regiments were
orgenized, until cll the regions of Lenso, not occupied by the
Jepanese were covered. The orgenization was partly completed on
31 sugust 1942, and consisted of approxinstely ten (10) reginents,
several scperzte, specizl provisional, combet, snd attzched
battalions end compznies, with & totel strength of approximztely
35,000 officers end mene

de The activities of thc unit consisted primerily in
continuing civil and military government and the csre and
protection of civilians, & fow cleimed skirmishes with the
Japencse crc discussed in morc deteil in the findings of this
report,
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¢. On or cbout December 1942, Lt Col Hedges, commending
officér of the 108th Division, 10th MD, began to orgenized the
lMoros into the Meraneo Militia Forces, (MHF). Detu Busrsn Kalew
and epproximetely 8,000 members of the Bolo Battslion Units were
inducted inte this unit; snd weore subsequently recognized as the
Merenzo Militia Force (M) of the 108th Division, 10th Militery
Distriet.,

f, For further informetion relzting to the &lleged
history of the Lenco Militery Scctor, Fighting Bolo Bettelion
Unit, United States irmy Forces in the Philippines, see atteched
unit files.

¢e The following persons were interviewed or questioned
by letter and their stctements ere refledted in the findings:

Gon Calixto Duque « o o » « « D C/S, HP4, formelly G/S

8lst Div, US.iFFE

CO, LS, FBDU, USiFIP

CO, 10th Militery Dist

in American educstor in

Lenso

G-2 of Bolo Bsttelion

Piember of unit, lezter

Jjoined MVF, recognized

with 10th KD

Datu Mengoda Meulens .+ . . . Member of unit, but doss
not know position

lMeme Kcmcy:‘b ® 8 8 e ¢ o s @ u L "

Datu Derengine Diempusn + « o CO, Dicmzc Islem Unit

lieJor Fa Me Mates o o o o » o CO, Philippine Militis
Forces, snd lzter recog-
nized with IMF

Pederico Selemet o o o o o o M i UL EN LI ]

M onGabals o8 siis St e e Lt O EO G-4, HPi, formelly
4 C/8-G-2, 8lst Div, USFTE

fntonio Pece 4 s s s « « « o Recognized Moro with 10th

IiD :

llenber of Philippine Mili-

tis Forces of Mindzneo &

Sulu

Datu Busren Kalew . o «
Gol W We Fertle o o s o 's
"Edward Me Kuder « « o »

Datu Mengodz o o 5 o o & &
Lt Manisbs .—.gue:m e o 8 0

.

£1fredo Quilb&n I T

b. Hecords of service were not substzntisted by sufficicnt
ccecptable evidence, The Leneo Militery Sector, #32U, USAFIP, and
its subordinate units, &s presented for recognition, wzs not in zny
sensc & well-orgenized guerrille unit., Prior to the surrender of
the 8lst Division, USAFFE, the Dolo Dcttzlions were used by Generzl
Fort as "Bolo Units", "Farmer Dattclions", end “Lebor Bzttazlions".
Locording to the "Guerrilla Resistence Movements in the Philippines",
& collection of monogreaphs previously published by the Philippine
Sub-Section, G-2, Generzl Hosdquerters, Southwost Pacific .res, tho
loros werc under their ovm lesders, but hed been peid by the US-FIT
prior to the surrender. DBut even if they had not been peid, their
sctivities would not constitute a cleim

3
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for guerrille sctivities, but rather would bo & clain for pey &s

’ lebor bottelions in eiding the 8lst Division, Letter Order from
Generel Fort to Detu Kelsw, ordering him to teke commsnd of the
Blede Vospon TForces does not nocesscrily prove thet the unit con-
tinued es a well-orgenized unit, The Guerrille Resistence Move-
ment in the Philippines (extract as Incl 1) end letter from Col.
We We Fertig, (Incl 2) stete thet when the Jepanese inveding
forces landed at Davzo the loro Force dissclved repidly, and
thet tho activities against the cnemy as claimed by the Lenso
iilitery Sector, after the surrender of the &lst Division were
not the sctivitles of the Elade lieepon Units, but & gonerzl end
spontancous uprising of the pcople. The records of the unit,
such es Genercl Orders, S-1 Reperts, end S-2 Repcrts, consist
primerily of promotion pepers of the members of the unit. Pro-
nmotions were mzde periedicelly, Eech month most officers were
promoted to one higher renlk,

ce The unit wzs not meinteined setisfectorily in the
field in opposition to the enemy, for pricr to 27 My 1942 the
8lst Division, US:ITE, dominsted the sres snd subscquent to Sept
1942 the Meraneo lilitiz Forces of the 10th Military District,
& recognized guerrille orgenizstion of epproximztely €,000 former
nembers from the cleiment Bolo Battelions, deminsted the ercc,
Resistence sctivities ageinst the Jzpenese during the 3-nionths
pericd between these dztes consisted of cn uprising of the
people of Lenzo, and not in guerrille activity by the LIS, FGOU,
US:¥IP.. The stztements of guerrille leeders, =s discussed in
percgrephs 5i, 5j, 5k, indicete that the Bolo Battzlions was not
naintained efter the surrender of the 8lst Division,

de activities of the unit did not contribute netericlly
to the eventusl defest of the cneimy. The "Guerrille Nesistznce
Hovements of the Philippines", brings to the sttcntion that the
Moros were neither & valucble &lly ner e dzngerous cncmy. The
principel cleim for recogniticn by the LIS, F2BU, US:i¥IP, is
based upon two locsl bzttles with the Jepencse in September end
October 1942. Tho Diemzs Islem Unit, z bitter foe of Kslaw,
under Datu Dismpusn, zlso cleinms credit for thesc ongegencnts, es
indicated sbove znd by incls. 2 cnd 3, written by individuels
heving personsl knowledge. Thesc bettles cen not be zccepted es
the sctivities of this or zmy other orgenized gucrrillc unit.
The Lzneo Militery Sector, FBBU, US<FIP, is thercfore cleiming
cetivities which were exccuted by the initistive of & resentful
end angered tribe, rsther then by their units,

e. & definite orgenizetion wss not cstzblished. Prior
to 27 Mey 1942, Detu Busran Kalzw wes en intelligence egent of
the 8lst Division, US«FFE, and during the lstter months of the
same yoer he beccme & member of the Merenco kilitiz Force, Officers
end enlisted men of the Lenco Militery Sector, FilU, LIS, lived
with their femilies end supported them by mesns of normeal civilien
pursuits throughout the occupetion. Preacticzlly ell of tho betta-
lion commenders end renking officers on the roster of
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this unit were meyors of the verious tovms or held other politiczl
positions during the Jepeneso occupetion. The members of the unit
who were intcrviowed, with the excoption of the leeders, cculd not
give their positions within the verious units znd most of them
stzted thet there wes very little orgenizstion within the unit.

f. sdequete records worc not meinteined, lMenthly rosters,
eppointnent end promotion pepers, detod beck es for cs 1942, were
submitted cs records; but en exemineticn of these p&pers showed
thet most of the monthly rosters were mede ot onc time, using
carbon pepers end lecving the dstes blank, so thet the dste could
be pleeed in later, Furthermors the psper used did not show the
werer aud tesr of psper thet hed becn used since 1942,

ge Unit did not show sctisfretorily continuity of zcti-
vity and orgenizetion., Colonel Wi, V. Fortig, commending the 10th
LD, stctes thet this unit did nothing to stop the Jepeness (Sce
Incl 2) advance snd were nmore hormful then helpful to the USAFYE,
"The Guerrills Resistence IMovemont in the Philippines", supports
this statement of wnsgtisfactory continuity of ectivity end orgsni-
zetion by declaring thet the loro forces dissolied rapidly cftor
the Jepancse lsnded in Davso, The unit could not show &ny con-
clusive supporting evidence which would sustain their clsinms of
activity subsequent to the surrcnder of the 8lst Division.

he liembers of the unit did not dovote their entirc effort
to militery cctivitics in the ficld to the exclusion of normal
civilicn occupstion snd femily obligctions. The nembers of the
unit helding politiecl positions, such cs meyors, continued to ro-
mein in office during the Jopenese occupstion, ého nenbers of the
unit vho wero common fermers snd lsborers comtinucd their normel
pursuits,

i. itteched horoto, s inclosure 2, is the first indorse-
nent, deted 15 Jenuery 1947, from Colonel Wendell Fertiy in enswer
to letter from this heszdqusrters requesting infornection regsrding
the Fighting Dlade Werpons Unit, Colonel Fertig, formerly with
Generzl Fort, lster beceme commesnding officer of thoe 10th Militery
District., In his indorsement Colonel Fertiz cmphasized thet tho
Blede Wezpons Unit (clso known as the Lenco Militery Scetor, FB3U,
USAFIP) did nething to stop the Jep advence and contributed no-
thing to the resistance prior to the surrender., He further strtos
thet the period from the surrender to the orienizction of the
Marenzo Militis Forces on December 1942 wzs ong of non-re¢sisteance,
except for the resistence of =z group of Horos under Meneleo Hene
delingo, whese neme is not included s one of the lezders of the
Lango lilitery Sector, FDEU, US-FIP, wheress he is recognized zs the
rogimentel commender of the 127th Rejinent, IMF, 10th D, Colonel
Fertig further ststes thet the encounter between the Jepenese cnd
the lMoros wss occasioned by ¢ gonorsl uprising of.the people end
not by the Blade Wocpons Units. Col, Fertig recommends thet the
Dlzde lecpon Units snd associsted units in the provinee of Leanzo
be not recognizod,
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je atteched herewith ss inclosure 3, is = memo to Lt
Col Sheftoe, former Chicf of Guerrilles iffcirs Breneh, from
Bdward M. Kuder regerding the Bolo Battzlions under Busren Kelaw.
(It must be noted thet the "Diame Islem" unit mentioned in his
report is not & part of the Lenso Militery Soctor, FUBU, Us:FIP)
lMre Kuder wes en Emericen éducetor who had spent yosrs educcting
the llores before the wer gnd who later beceame Direetor of Civil
Affeirs for Lenco under Colonel W. W, Fertiz., This memo indi-
cated thet the Lenso lilitery Sector, FBBU, USsFIP, is ¢ rec-
keteeoring orzsnizcstion, which hed inducted precticelly sll of its
members into the unit during the yesrs 1945 cnd 1946, end thot
the lesders hzve beoon collecting foos from the members inducted.
Mr. Kedsr hes full knowledge of the cetivitios of Lznco, during
the occupation, znd he rccommends thet this unit be refused recog=
nition completely.,

ke & lottor "To Whom It Msy Concern", from Genersal
Calixto Dugue formerly Chief of Stzff, 8lst Division, (USAFFE),
and ot present Deputy Chief of Steff, srmy of the Philippines, wis
proscrnted es supporting cvidence of Kelaw's cctivitiss. On inter-
viewing Generzl Dugue, he steted thet he had been with the 8lst
Division until the surrender end wes then prisoner of wer in
Mindanzo until Jenuery 1943. He ccknowledges the eppointment of
Datu Busren Kelew cs specicl zgent of the G-2 Section 8lst Division,
but he did not know of cny of Kalaw's cctivitics after the sur-
render, He further stated thst the Horos of Lencmo were very
destructive after the surrender of the 8lst Division. Ho esserted
thet the Moros hed embushed some of the USAFFE members of the 8lst
Division while they were esccping te the hills. He zlso claimed
thet there wes no organization of the lioro pcople end thst they
wore a grest hindreonce to the people of Lenco, especielly the
Christians, for the lloros hzd attocked verious Christisn berrios,
had rsped and killed the inhabitents cnd hzd looted houses.
Genercl Dugue hed hesrd of the defeat of the Jeponese at Teparen,
but he did not know how it wes accomplished.

l. £in affidavit from Major Dominador Gereis, fornelly G
of 3, G-3, 8lst Infantry Division, USiFVE, wes forwerded es ovidence
of the cxistence of the Bolo Dzttclions. Wwhon interviewed, lejor
Goreis steted thet he knew nothing of the ictivities of Kolaw, or
the Dolo Dattclion, after the surrender of the 8lst Division.

me Attached herewith es inclosure 4, is ¢ confidonticl
report from Operctive Mumber one, Intellizence Soction, MPC, Pi,
Lenso Province, Operctive Mumber, Lt HMemiobe sgucm, & native of
Lanao znd former member of the Dolo Bettclions, lstor became o
member of the Meraneo Militiz Force. It is noted, that within the
report, Lt Aguem brings out the fzet thet eftor the surronder of
the 8lst Division, msny of the members of the Dolo Bettclion be-
ceme Collzborstors, infemous looters, robbers, bendits, otc., while
others continued their normal pursuits, He furthor stctes thet
the rostor and orders submittcd to this hecdquerters werc ante-
dated, znd thzt the cadre of the Bolo Bettelion cre membors of the
alrcedy recognized Meranzo Hilitis Forces.
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n. Datu Darangina Diampuam, a non-recognized guerrilla
leader, who had operated in Lanzo, claims that Datu Kalaw had
never had an organized unit after the surrender of the 8lst Divi-
slon. He further stated that Kelew is using the Bolo Battalion
as & money-meking proposition, in that, ha is charging the mem—
bers for their membership. Datu Darangina Diempuan also claims that
the Moros of the former Bolo Battalion under Xelaw were more des—
tructive during the Japaneso occupation than they were constructive,

0. It should be emphesized thet the Moros of Lanao were

organized into ths Maranes Militia Forae, with a strength of
approxix £,000 membe Tho Marenao Militia Force was re—
cognized wi*h *he 10th tary District as part of the 108th

Division. e dates of regognition of the Maranno Militia Force
were revised “ack to 15 Soptember 1943. This recognition and revi-
sien constitvies adaquate and Just recognition of military services
the Moros of Zenao tn the war effort.

P. lNo useful purpose will be served by any further invess
tigation of this univ.

q. Thore are no individuel menbers vworthy of recognition
with the exception of thosa already resognized with the Maranao
Militia Force. 4lthough seme casualtios are claimed in the rosters,
it is essumed that tlese cuenaltios occurred in tho general up—
rising of the people, and not s mombers of an organized unit.
These cosuslties or thoir heirs mey continus to submit individual
request for casualty recognition.

6. POLITICAL ASPECTS: Most of the leading figures in the sub-
mitied rosters are political aspirants, indicating that the unit
may be used to support these politicians in thoir attempts to gain
office.

7. RECOMVENDATION: It is recommended thet the Lenao Military
Sector, Iting Bolo Battalion Unit, United Statos Army Forces in
the Philippines, othorwise known ss the Fighting Blade Weapons
Divisions be not favorebly considered for recognition, €

Rodsst 1. Yoo

ROBERT L. MORTON
Captain, Ord

Seec inels filed w/ Team Loader's
Beport in GAD.
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Extract of Guerrilla Resistance Movements in the Philippines

The Moreos and the Maranso iilitis Force: The Moro pro-
blems on Mindanao have long been & source of discontent and
unrest. The Moros arc & distinct Mohammedan group and are
found throughout the Sulus, along the southern coast of Zam—
boanga, the southern half of Lanac Province and across Cota-
bato to the Davao Gulf. The Mzranao (Lenao) Moros are per=
haps the brovest, proudest and the most intelligent of the
Philippine Moro groups: Marznao (Lanao), Maguindanao (Cota-

bato) and the Tao-Sugs znd Samals (Zamboanga and Sulu). In-

"

telligence, conrnge and pridc, however, do not make the Lanao
Moro either a valuable ally or a dengerous chemy. His intel-

ligence is more necarly sly cunning, going hand in hand with
treachery. The doro nas little respect for the Christian
Filipino and may always be éntazonistic towsrds him,

Moro villages &erc smell, usually built up eround a farmn-

Ing community, and the irhabitents arc usuelly related to

each other., Whilc cach community is loyal to its own leader,
the lcaders of these infer-relcted communitics form as asso-
clation end hevc & groun leader, or Datu, to whom all commu-
nity leaders ere loyal. For the past forty years Moros have

bcen under the control of the Philipoine Constabulary, but
most of the Moros remcmber thet they were once the absolute

rulers of their areas and were frece to rob end murder groups

less powerful then themselves., With any relexing of police
authority many of them soon rcturn to their ancient customs
of robbery and murder, with loyalty only to their immediate
lcaders.

To prevent bloocdshed between Moros and Christians, no
Moros were allowed to live on the north coast of Lanao and

none lived in Bukidnon. During thc chaos following the sur—

rcnder, Moros came down the north slopes of the Lanao hillsg
and began molesting the Christians., IOLGAN's retaliatory
mecasures werc so violent, however, that the feelings of the

Moros were aroused morc than ever, and it has been only with
considerable care that the support and neutrslity of the Mo-

ros was maintained. In the Dinas vicinity of southern Zam—
boanga no Christizn dsres set foot now as a result.

In January 1942, when it became evident that it would

be difficult if not impossible to stem the tide of the Japa-
hese invasion of the Philippines, Gen. FORT tried to bolster

the Mindanao Force by orgenizing and placing thousends of
Moros in holding defensive positions along key highways in
the southern part of Mindanzo. He organized the lMcro Bolo
Battalion, active young Moros srmed with knives. The Moros
were under their own leaders but were paid by USi4FFE, They
had 1little time for training 2nd when the Japanese landed
in Davao, the Moro force dissolved rapidly. Many prominent
Moros were attached to this group and later became active
in guerrilla affairs in Lan2o and Cotabato.

Lt, Col. HEDGES began to organize the Moros in December

1942 - January 1943. He collccted most of the former members

of the Bolo Battalion and formed the Maranao Militia Force.

The eerly leaders of the Moros in guerrilla activities were:

MINDALANO, former member of the Bolo Battalion, a hot tem—
pered young Moro; Busran KALAW of lomunganj; Datu LaAGUINDAB
of Ganassil; Joseph SZNGUILLA of Mumay and Madalum; and Datu
BUNTALIS of Masiu.

(Inel 1)
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By late 1942 the lMoros hed collected a fairly large
number of weapons. 4Lfter the currender they ransacked the
battlefields and waylaid civilians and former USAFFE coldiers
for weapons. The threat to the guerrilla organization wes
real. The efforts of Busran K4LAW, MINDAL ANO, the Sultan of
Ganesgsi and many others to bring the Moros into line is a mo-
numental tribute to their respect for the American people,
They were supported in their efforts by very small aliotments
of arms and supplics from the guerrilla headouarters. The
one time location of the District Headquarters inL'znao -nd
the prescnce of guerrilla leaders {such &s Lt. Col. HEDUE
and Mr, KUDER) who knew the Moros well, were fortunszte in
this connectinmu.

For political reasons the Mararao Militia Fomen
tained as a sepsrate pert of “he 1N0th Division, and
bebly the bes, ermed sii,le group 3F guerrillas on Mindaunao.
The presert organizetion and strength of this force is n~s fol-
lows:

124th kKegt, Mil®, Hq Rupagon, Lanao OFfF EM
CO: Capt. mMacaurng ARUMPAC 36 1,538
126th Regt, MIF
CO: Hlaj. Busran KALAW 118 e g
127th hegt, MU', now sieging Malabang
C0: Capt. Manalao MINDALANO 723 788
128th Kegt, MMF, now sieging Malabang
CO: ilaj. Anonngo BEGUINDEALI 1L6]0) 951
126th hegt, MMF, Hgq Taraka, Lanzo 78 1,202
TstiBrov. Reot, 63 928
2nd Prov. hkezt. b3 533
2nd, 4th, 6th 8th Separatec Bettalions L 1.470
5 Sepsrate Companics £ T 302
Total 5@% 8,841

Lt, Naguib GUANDY, Chinese-kioro mestizo and pre-war ma-
yor of Melabang, has been responsible for orgeriizing loro
resistance south of Malabang on the L'anas coast. .2 has 1
tected the Christians and has kept on good terrs wat
panese to obtain supplies. KALAW s a native cof lic
Lanao, was mayor of Momungan st oulhreak of the war
ex~-provincial treasurer of Lanao. He is an associche of
MORGAN, and actively resisted the Jcpanese sirce 1042
DALENO is an cx-school inspector, clever and courage
hot tempered. He was the first to fight the Japancse er
the USAFFE surrcnder. ARUMPAC was mayor of Lumbatei
a little politico, 2 good manager and belongs to the fuscnic
order. BLGUINDAALI is populer as one of the first Lc:u guer-
rilla lezders.

Copy reproduced - 15 Apr 47
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1lst Ird.
15 January A7
SUBJECT: "Blade Weapons Division!
TO ¢ The Commanding General, AFWESPAC, APO 707. From Co. Wendell

W. Fertig, Det Fat Fitzsimons Gen Hospitel; Demver 8, Colorados

1, Conditions have not changed since I wrote my letter of 28
Mar 46, this same general subject, and I will reiterate the recommenda—
tion conteined in that letter (Incl 3)i Therefcre in my opinion ihis
group is poc entifled to recogniticn for may activities following the
organization of the 10th Military Distriet cn 16 Sept 42, 411 men who
essisted ny unil after that date have been included in regular uait ros-
ters and dvly recognized, Tlus the Blade lieapon uni%s are entitled to
no consideration excevt for gervices rendercd between the date of their
organization (about Jan 42) and the date of 16 Sept 42,

2. That period comprises two general but diverse phases. The
first covers the passive and active phase of the Mindanzo campaign prior
to the surrender of General Fort and his forces on 29 Mey 42, During
the invasion perioed - April 30 - 4 May 42 ~ while T was actually with
General Fort, he placed great confidence in the help to be gained from
the Blade Weapon units which he had organized. This help was not forth
coming. THEY DID NOTHING TO STOP THE JAP ADVANCZE. When the debacle
followed after 4 May 42, the Moros engaged in wide scale lootings In .
July 42, Lt Col Charles Smith, CE.(thén a civilian employee of the USED)
stated that General Fort was forced to surrender since his reserve food
stores and ammunition had been looted by the Lanao Moros, From evidence,
which I believe was conclusive, the Blade Vieapon units contributed
nothing to the resistance cause during this first phase,

3. The second phase of inertia that extended from 29 May 42
until 16 Sept 42, was one of quictness except for the cuntinued resis-
tance of Manalao Mandalinao (Now Represertative from Larso in the Phil-
ippine Legislature) and his group in coniwachion with that o
The Japs failed to win this group. In iuc
were wiped out on the east shore of Lek:
general uprising of the people and nct oy %l

4. CONCLUSION AND RECOMNVENLATIC
problem was made durirg *he occupati
dencc that the Blade Weapon waits co
resistance movement. I% is therefor
ted units in the province of Lanao bve [

(=i = re

ig ard eggarein-

Wendell W Fertig
Colouel CE

Copy Reproduced - 16 April 1947

. A ’ '5
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PROTACIO CABIAQ

1st Lt Inf,, AUS
Chief, Records Secticn

(Incl 2)
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Manila
9 June 1946

MEMO for Lt. Col Shaftoe, Chief, Guerrilla Affairs Division,
AFWESPAC, on Lanao Guerrillas,

THE DIAMA ISIAM

Thig is an organization which deserves consjderahle credil
for providing the big impetus that turned most of the Lanao loros
against the Jurs, i

T was ia Larao, with: the Moros and the guerrilla movemeu:
from the momunt the Japs invaded Lapac, April 29«30, 1Ci{< up 9
Sept 29, 1943, I wos never in Japs hands, but had to 1:73e fLomuo
for Lustralia by submarine on Sept 29, 1943, due to illa~ysa.

Hence, although I did not see the fights the Diara Islam pus
up, in fact was about 50 kilometers away, still I hLad
reports of it within two days afterwarc, and observe:l hoyw I
province rang with the exploit of Sept 12, 1942, and how the Netga
were stirred up and inspired by it.

It is true there had been eneounters ard ambusheg iy
this, but this was the first big pitched batile, The speed wil
which the Japs were overwhelmed and wiped out, all but oue moa,
rade an enormeus impression on everyone including the Japs, Jur
intelligence at that time indicated that they asked for twe divi-
sions for Mindamao, one for Lanao alone and the otker for tic
of the island, I do not think the Jap force was so large ne
Diama leaders claimed, for I checked the number of dead gaveral
times with people who counted the corpses at the time, The figure
I get most often from them was 129 Japs, and some Filipinos, used
as cargadors by the Japs, who were ssught in the circle o fire,
The Moros did not bother to count them,

After this disaster the Japs borbed the whole east gtc:
the Lake, where the fight occured (Tamnaran) for nearly a
using from 3 to 11 planes daily, other tried again in mid-Jebocer
1942, This time they came with around 500-600 troops, in uvriks,
using the rcad around the north end of the lake,

They were again attacked by the Diama warriors and this +ime
did not try to stand their ground, but fled to a wooded hill, ising
some of their trucks in the procsss, At the hill, they were sble
to rally and hold off through attackers until the latter's amm ai-
tion ran low, and until reinforcements came to enable them: to rotreat,
The Moros lost about 20 men in this fight and claimed heavy losses
for the Japs, but as the Japs carried them dead and wounded away, we
had to wait for our intelligence in Dansalan (Jap main garrison) to

Page 1 of Incl 3
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reports This report put the Jap total casualties at under & hundred.

But the Japs never came back, and never agein petrelled in the
interior of Lanse, although thoy maintained their gurrigon at Danse-
lan by virtue of the hipghway to Iligan, and at Garassi by means of
the Lake, from Dansalan,

Thus, within five months after Corregider, the intericr country
of Lanao wag freed of the Jeps and remeined free, This was a remarke
able achievement and is due largely to the Diama Islam,

Since the Japs never returned they had no more fighting to doj
but did guard the lake to rrevent supplies from reaching the Japs,

19 Diame Islom was self-supporting in the way of food, guns
1, meny cf iis members found econcmic pressure too strong
“he Maravao Wilitia Force under Col, Fertig, some months

Foiae
. later, for the suke of better pay and Supply.

Fride, perhaps misplaced, kept the others from Jjoining and held
‘them to something of a home guard organization,

Yet, it must not be forgotten that they battled and best the
Japs before Fertig even started, and it must also be realized that
had it not been for the beatings and fight they gave the Japs,
Fertig's initially puny organization would in all likelihood have
been crushed,

The Diama Islam rendered a real service,

Their leader claims 4,559 men on his roll, Persemally, I think
this is greatly exaggerated., I don't believe they could poseibly
have more than 2000 men, This Jibes well with the population fipures
for that area, but, knewing as I do how factional the Jorus are
among themselves, I would examine even that figure with caution.

I beliele the Diama Islam is entitled to some recogrition after
careful investigation,

The Bolo Battalion, wnder Eusram Kalaw

I understand this outfit claims 40,000 membors, If such is
their claim it is the wildest fabrication, The flseat’ of this orga=
nization was in the area along the Densalan Iligan road, If it had
40,000 members why could it never clegse that read, nor take the Jap
outpost of 20 men guarding the Fantes bridge, when between 1000 and
2000 Diama Islam could beat the Japs so badly in the Diama's home
territory?

Page 2 of Incl 3
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Busran Kalaw, the Bolo Battalion leador, may claim credit for
the Diama Islam's exploit at Tamparen, It may be truc that ho was
there, but his back was to the Japs, and it wag in trying to over-
take him that the Japs ran into the Diama,

Busran never got closer then 5 kms to the Japs, and I never
saw him with as many as 200 men, althcugh I saw him a dozen of times
during the guerrilla times,

There was a real Bolo Battalion organized by General Fort be-
fore the Japs came, April 29-30, 1942, but it never excecded 5,000
men and virtuully all of these joined the MVF under Fertig,

 Aftor Fort's surs rencer, to give him-credit, Busran Kalaw
tried to stir vp resistance agalnst the Jape, hut he had a follow-
ing only : 5.5 own area, Baluy, the thinnest populated area of
Lanao, Fo could not gosslbly have had one thousand. mnn. o

It was not until late 1945 and now in 1946 that so many mom-
bers were "enlisted" in their outfit, It has much racketeering in
it, with contributions collected from the members to pay for pro-
paring rosters, giving birthday or baptismal presents to its leaders
and their children, sale of "commisions" ctei As it stands now it
is 9% falke. One of its officers a "mejor' or "Lty Col." Bulog
Mangohara, was actually a dog of the Japanese and guided their pat-
rols,

I would turn this outfit down, cold and completoly.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Edward M, Kuder
Actg, Div,. Supt, of Schools for Lanao
ex-Dircctor of Civil Affairs for Laneo under
Col W, W. Fertig

Copy Reproduced - 2/ April 1947
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HELDQUARTERS Ma/I%a-
LiN:O PROVINCE
MILITARY FOLICE COMMAND Ei
Intellipence Section

A0 159
32 lee &6

QONFIDENTIIT—

Subject: Bolo Battalion, History of (Lanso Provinece)

TO i FPPM, Leneo Frov, MFC, PL - 470 159

Fairly rolicble if not very eccurate story cf the history of ihe
Voro Polo Matislibn orgenization in Lanzo, is here, submitted by this
section not for jeslousy nor selfishnese, neither for eggrandizement,
tut es irtellipence section of the fgency of the govermuent, it will
ir sore how dissipate any chadow of doutt on the pert of the Fhilippine
Govt much the United Stetes. Thie story will not only help clenr the
doubts of LFAFSPLC, but will in one way guide LFWESPAC to Tocompense
justly the very patriocts,

Some where in the leter pert of Daocenmber 1941, letters from the
Provineicl Gevernor were sent to all Municipel end Municipel District
Veyors urging each Meyor te orgenize in their omn districts, Voluntoor
Guards. To give more inspiretion end incentives to acconplish result
to the meximum the order was propegendized thru out Laneo, that this
Volunteer Guards is onuncieted by the most Filivinc beloved Lotc Presi-
dent ¥amuel I. zon, The Volunteer Gusrd was very successful,

Then end efterverd some where in tho serlier pert of February 1942,
if not Janvery 1942, Brig Gen Guy O Fort, GO of the Blet Division
(USA:FFE) stationed in Lenao Province guthorized the organizetion of the
Bolo Battalion, He himself (Gen Fort) teing e good and sincere frierd
to the ligrencws for many yeers wont around the Moro villages stressing
or the importence of Loyelty to the gov't ome owes an allegisnce. He
hinself (Ger Fort) witnessed and even sworned before the Koren (Scered
Mohzmmedan Bitle) with reny lesding Datus that they boing merbers of the
Bolc Battclion will, in &)1 meens resist the enemy, the Jopanese, and
oven sworned that they (Detus) will never surrender to the Jepanese if
in case the Jepanese might succecd vanguishing the UG/FFE. .gein Muyor-
(District Meyors) were made immodiate lenders of their respective distriects.
Feny Meyore end Dntus were given shot guns end even spring-fisld riflos
Cel 30 M1 to give them more interest in legding their oun people. In the
months of Forch end ipril, 1542, ¥ayore especielly of Watu, Tugeye,
Becolod, Medelim, M-demba, Gencssi, Pusles, Teteriksn, and Pinidaysn were
cech glven seven deye to guerd ot Berorao besch, at Lalabeng, Lanso to
veteh srd report lmredistely any cign of Jepanese ships seen on the
Liliena Eoy. This was by rotetion. Even teachers headed by their District
supervisor werc onc time voluntoered to guerd et Barorao.

So fer, every Moyor, mae allowed fifty (50) companions, Thoy were
teing trersported there by .rmy Trucks purposely designated for use of the
Bolo Bettalion, Officers in the USAFFE essigned by Gen Fort to inspect
and guide the More Fole Bettalion werc ¥e jor Susrez now Colonel, he is
somewhers in Sulu, 1st Lieut, Memarinte Lao, now Cept, Comn
MP Co, Lango Prov, MFC, PL, 3d Lt Mohemad 414 Dimspopd Tow U5t
mending the 69th ¥P Co, Lenso Prov, MPG, Pi, 3d Lt/88htos Tupetd
in the 5th Repl Bn end 3d Lt Montoyen Bayolen; There

offig
do not know even the number of the Bolo Brttcligh thet t\ﬁiﬂ’%
fi- g SPr
¥ péigto
\ T8y

hending the orgenizetion, Mejor Gekel that tim
certificate of rn individusl recommonded by th
merber of tha Felo Rottalion.
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Nov figuring end comparativelr soeaking there ere 33 Municipal
Districts in the province of Lanzo ond not e11 sctively orgenized the
memberships for the Bolo Pattelion. Lot us tako for gronted thab the

- 33 munieipel districts did actively in the orgenization of the Bolo
Battalion end agein let us not count that every district Mesyor hed their
fifty memberships, let us even meke it 100 for ench Neyor or let us put
1t for 200 er 300 which is really not the truth, then of the 33 Mayors
there will be let us sey 300 for cach, thus there were 9,900 members,
New grantirg that there were 9,900 Bola Bettelion, but during the
Japansse invesicn betmeen ¥alebeng end Gonassi there were roughly 60 Moro
Bolo Battalinn members present, Heyor Svarez hed a personsl knowledge
of this aumber for he was with them that night of ¥ay, 1st.1942,

Again vhen the ISAFFE in Lanso surrendered to the Jepanem on the
later perc of May 1942 of thie rough estimate of 9,900 Bolo Battelion
some of thea continued to resist the enomy celled loyel and patriots
afraid of the Korean, some went to the Japanese ss Gellaberators, some
of them became famous looters, robbers, irmy murderers, bandits, kid-
naprers of Christians end Subanon on the eastern part of Zamboange, some
went s active iraffickers of white slavery end while few stoyed further
Japanese garrisons and devoted on farming, This wes the truth of where
the Bolo Pattslion went end what cach did,

Those few who went to the mountoins continued resisted the cnemy did
something very splendid in stirring the minds of the Lenao More Public
to mention somc of them, there woro Day Busran of Belo-i, Datu Menalao
Mindalonao of Uya-cn, end Lumbatan, Sulten ss Genassi the leote Aguam
Dpetusn, tho late Datu Leguindeb o1l Ganassi, Datu inenggo Bagindeli or
Famzin, Datu Beod of Pagalogen, Datu Malamit Umpz of Kepategen snd some
few Datus of Temporan Districts. These Datus mentioned shove reelly did
something in arousing the peopls of Lanao, This wes more than 3 months
tefore the organizetion of the 10th ¥D under Gol Fertig wes orgenized and
more then 6 months before the organization of the 108th Division umdcr
Cel Hedges. It is further stated thet et Tamparan Districts :fier the
Temparan incident of Soptembor 12, 1942 vhen Japanese patrol was wiped out
entirely there wos one group there called Diams Islam who really fought
the Japanese cnd until now they are intact nor they were recognized ss
guerrillas.

Above Dotus mentioned efter the 108th Division wos organized units,
celled the Bolo Pattelion wore inducted into the USFIP end therc was o
great joy for they werc all happy teing told by Col Hedges that they
becoms & part of the United Stetes Arny end whatever previliges given or
due to American soldiers and officers, they are also entitled. This goes
to say thot the Loyel Bolo Bottalion that remsined in the mountains became
the nucleus of the Lanso Guerrilleros, Ilmost 95% of the Bolo Battalion
beceme the Lenso Guerrilleros under the 108th Division who were long time
processed by the 8th irmy, The only outfit thot did not submit for pro-
coseing becsuse they were not recngnized was the Diama Islam,

Last liey 1945, Mayor Navarro, Inspector Generel of the 10th MD had a
complete and correct list of the Maranso Guerrilleros. He got more than
8,000 mon both officers and EM, This was the whole MMF (Mrenaw Militia
Force) alreedy Tecognized by the £th Army cince 17 April 45. This story
is speaking of the renl compzrison and & truth thot of the more than )

from February 1942 up to the time they were inducted to the ISFIP by the
108th Division, Now make it 9000 and ostimato the Disme Islam make them
3,000 the highest estimate that will only bring 12,000, MNow for the
Christian Guerrillercs of Lenao meke them 44000 or dore and Lanao will
have about 17,000,

S
( Incl 4 )



: 2]

/

/

DECLASSIFIED . .

Aulhority N u&lﬁg

The Christian Guerrilleros genuincd at that organized by Morgan ere
not counted here,

To give more support for this story Mr, Edward M. Kuder the only
American with the Meranaws in the mountains in 1942 can also be asked.

2 However, for the present submitted strength of Bolo Rattalion to
the AFUESPAC there werc those nemes found in the defunct 108th Division
for they were either officors or EM in that outfit,

OFERATIVE
#1

P. s.

Anti dated rosterce ard orders, framed up reports and statemonts
and entering mames in the 1945 submitted Bolo BEn, Rosters are mostly
in the rosters of the MMF now in the files of the defunct 108th Division,

10th WD, Great Anomally.

Note Operative #1 is:

Lt Manioba Lguem
Dept of Interior
City Hell, Menila, P.I.

Copy Reproduced: 15 Kerch 47
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. 1. Sampao Xabogatan -CO znd Attahed Cos
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